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THE EYE, NERVE AND PEDIATRIC
DISEASES PAVILION OF THE
COUNTY HOSPITAL IN MARTIN
WITH THE OBSTETRICS PAVILION
AND THE SURGICAL PAVILION IN
THE BACKGROUND

PAVILON PRE CHOROBY OCNE,
NERVOVE A DETSKE KRAJINSKEJ
NEMOCNICE V MARTINE

S PORODNICKYM A CHIRURGICKYM
PAVILONOM VZADU

Source Zdroj: Budova 8. pavilénu, budova
6. pavilénu v nemocnici v Martine, photo
Anton Hornik, Martin, 1940's, sig. PM
15/476. Literary Archive of the Slovak
National Library
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Medzivojnové obdobie v sektore zdravotnictva v ramci nového Statopravneho usporiadania aj

na Slovensku charakterizoval prechod od zdravotno-policajného pristupu k socialno-lekarskemu

a inStitucionalizacii verejnej zdravotno-socialnej starostlivosti. Zo strany $tatu sa ako klucova tloha
ukazala vystavba a modernizacia nemocnic v sprave zup a neskor Slovenskej krajiny. V ich novej
architektire sa uplatrioval eur6psky trend pavilonovej zastavby, optimalizujici snahu zabranit
Sireniu infekénych chor6b a umoznujici prevadzkovi segregaciu Specializovanych oddeleni. Pre
potreby liecby tzv. socialnych a civilizaénych chordb sa prioritne zriadovali chirurgické, gynekolo-
gicko-porodnicke, dermatovenerologické, infek¢né a interné pavilony.

So zdravotnou a socialnou politikou 1. CSR a modernizaciou zdravotnickych zariadeni na
Slovensku tizko sivisia mena Michala M. Harminca a jeho syna Milana A. P. Harminca. Prave jeho
Zivot a dielo patri k takmer neprebadanym témam nasej historiografie architektury aj v kontexte
stavebného rozvoja a pavilénového planu martinskej nemocnice. Napriek torzovito zachovanej
pozostalosti a archivnej dokumentacie k dielam M. A. P. Harminca, ako aj kratkemu pdsobeniu na
medzivojnovej architektonickej scéne, mozno predpokladat jeho vyznamny prinos najma v oblasti
navrhovania zdravotnickych stavieb.

Jeho navrhy a realizacie pre Zupné, neskor krajinské nemocnice (Martin, Michalovce, Zvolen
a i.) uplatnili vtedy moderny pavilénovy systém zastavby, ktory umoziioval postupné rozsirovanie
arealov a etapizaciu vystavby. Autonémnost fungovania jednotlivych pavilonov okrem priestoro-
vych a dispozi¢nych kvalit tak tvorila zaklad boja s infekénymi a tzv. socidlnymi chorobami. Tieto
charakteristiky s najlepsie prezentované archivnym vyskumom martinskej nemocnice, ktora sa
stala prototypom moderného nemocni¢ného komplexu pavilénového typu. V jej aredli M. A. P.
Harminc navrhol tri funkcionalistické pavilony — porodnicky (1934), dermatovenerologicky (1935)
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a pavilon pre choroby ocné, nervové a detské (1938) vratane technického zazemia celého nemoc-
ni¢ného aredlu. Projekt a realizacia pérodnickeho pavilonu, ktory vznikol eSte v otcovom ateliéri
(pravdepodobne aj s jeho spolupracou), reprezentuje dobové usilie o zrazenie pomaly klesajticej
krivky dojcenskej iumrtnosti, ktora predstavovala vazny problém podobne ako mimoriadne nakazli-
vy trachom. Boj proti nemu reflektuje este Stylovo Cistejsi a prevadzkovo progresivne;jsi pavilon pre
choroby oc¢né, nervové a detské. Navrhmi a realizaciou M. A. P. Harminc ziskal kredit architekta-Spe-

cialistu na nemocnicné stavby. V jeho portféliu nachadzame viaceré variacie pavilénov a tech-
nickych budov osvedéeného martinského typu. Bol nim aj typovy projekt infek¢ného pavilonu,
ktory M. A. P. Harminc pouZil pre Krajinské verejné nemocnice vo Zvolene (1937 — 1938), v Novych
Zamkoch (1937) a v Banskej Bystrici (1938). Pavilonovy plan Harminc eSte skor vyuZil aj v stitaznom
navrhu Masarykovho tstavu pre zmrzacenu a dusevne tchylnu mladeZ v Bratislave (1935) s pokro-
kovym konceptom socidlno-zdravotnej starostlivosti a spolo¢enskou integraciou pacientov.
Funkcionalistické objekty martinskej nemocnice, navrhnuté M. A. P. Harmincom, niektoré
eSte v otcovom ateliéri, spolu so skor§imi pavilonmi Vaclava Houdka, Juliusa Lehockého a firmy
Hlavaj — Palkovic — Uli¢ny reflektuju prevladajiice dobové architektonické trendy v otazke Stylu
a funkcno-prevadzkové aj hygienické Specifika zdravotno-socialnej typolégie vratane vnimavosti
voci medicinskym a stavebnym inovaciam v obdobi 1. CSR. Ich tvorca sa zarovet $tylovo jednoznaé-
nejsie vyhranil voci dielu svojho otca, ktoré bolo zaloZené nielen v tomto typologickom spektre na

Specifickom vztahu k tradicii.

The Pavilion Concept in the New Network of
Hospital Facilities
The establishment of an independent Czechoslovak Republic
allowed for the institutionalization of healthcare and the crea-
tion of a new legal framework for it, all as part of the state’s new
social policy.! In addition to social and medical work directly
among the population, as well as efforts to improve housing
and hygiene in both urban and rural areas, it was also neces-
sary to modernize and expand the network of healthcare and
social facilities of various categories, especially public hospitals.?
Most public-access hospitals were managed by the counties
and later by provincial offices or the church. In Slovakia, these
institutions included the hospital complexes in Martin, Zvolen,
Michalovce, Nitra, and Nové Zamky, as well as Humenné, Uzh-
horod, and Skalica, where the projects for individual pavilions
and technical buildings bear the names of architect Michal
Milan Harminc® and most notably his son Milan Anton Pavol
Harminc? Their knowledge of typology, hygiene regulations,
health treatments, and specific technological equipment enabled
the Harminces to become sought-after experts, specializing
in not only hospital buildings, but healthcare architecture in
general. However, Harminc Jr. gradually diverged from his
father’s style by adopting a more progressive architectural form
and composition of masses. In his designs, he made use of the
pavilion-style hospital campus, which had proven especially
successful when expanding the County Hospital in Martin (later
the Regional Hospital in Martin). The pavilion system made it
possible to stage the campus construction in separate time phas-
es and enable the autonomous operation of individual pavilions,
which was especially important when combating infectious and
so-called “social diseases”.

Even though the pavilion plan for hospital designs tends
to be considered an innovative concept of 20th-century welfare
architecture, it originated in 18th-century France.’ The rationale
was that improved ventilation, combined with better patient
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separation and segregation, would help significantly reduce

the mortality rate. The pavilion principle was introduced into
England in the mid-19th century® and spread throughout Europe
shortly afterward, enduring well into the 20th century with no
relevant challenges.” By the early 20th century, the beneficial
effects of sunshine and fresh air also entered the equation; open-
air treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis was but one example.
The 20" century brought along significant improvements,
including sanitary facilities in each ward, more effective venti-
lation with central heating, rationalized floorplans, and larger
spacing between the pavilions, all to support greater separation
and segregation. Moreover, due to the later acceptance of the

PAVILIONIAND BULLAVILLA,
COUNTY HOSPITAL IN MARTIN,
1900, JAN VYVOZIL

1.PAVILON A BULLOVA VILA
KRAJINSKEJ NEMOCNICE
V MARTINE, 1900, JAN VYVOZIL

Source Zdroj: Nemocnica v Tur¢. Sv.
Martine, I. pavilén a Bullova vila, photo
Jan Vyvozil, Martin, 1900, sig. PM
15/469. Literary Archive of the Slovak
National Library
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FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: THE
INFECTIOUS DISEASES PAVILION
(V.HOUDEK), THE SURGICAL
PAVILION AND THE OLD SURGICAL
(INTERNIST) PAVILION (HLAVAJ —
PALKOVIC — ULIENY) OF THE
COUNTY HOSPITAL IN MARTIN

ZI AVA DOPRAVA INFEKCNY
PAVILON (V. HOUDEK),
CHIRURGICKY A STARY
CHIRURGICKY, NESKOR INTERNY
PAVILON (HLAVAJ — PALKOVIC —
ULIENY) KRAJINSKEJ NEMOCNICE
V MARTINE

THE OLD SURGICAL PAVILION AND
THE NEW SURGICAL PAVILION OF
THE COUNTY HOSPITAL IN MARTIN,
HLAVAJ — PALKOVIC — ULIENY,
1928

STARY ANOVY CHIRUGICKY
PAVILON KRAJINSKEJ NEMOCNICE
V MARTINE, HLAVAJ — PALKOVIC —
ULICNY, 1928

Source Zdroj: Celkovy pohlad na
nemocni¢né budovy, 1928, postcard

Source Zdroj: Pohlad na pavilén ¢. 4
(chirurgie), oproti pavilénu &. 3, v pozadi
pavilén &.5,1930's, i.n. 2850/1970.
Literary Archive of the Slovak National
Library.
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germ theory of disease, ventilation no longer posed the crucial
problem, but instead the sterility of the environment. This scien-
tific advance would be reflected in Harminc’s design of pavilion
hospitals and other healthcare facilities, best represented by his
plans for the Martin Hospital (the 1930s).2

The Earliest Construction History

of the Martin Hospital

The County Hospital in Martin (later known as the Regional
Hospital in Martin), forming one of the oldest, largest, and most
modern hospital campuses of its kind in interwar Slovakia,

was built gradually. However, its pavilions were not a reflec-
tion of some planned-out concept, but rather they reacted to
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collection, i.n. P1840, sig. 1772. Archive
of the Monuments Board of the Slovak
Republic.

e ek

THE INFECTIOUS DISEASES
PAVILION OF THE COUNTY
HOSPITAL IN MARTIN, VACLAV
HOUDEK, 1931, SOUTH ELEVATION
AND GROUND-FLOOR PLAN

INFEKCNY PAVILON KRAJINSKEJ
NEMOCNICE V MARTINE, VACLAV
HOUDEK, 1931, JUZNY POHLAD
APODORYS PRIZEMIA

Source Zdroj: Infekény pavilén
anovostavba chirurgie, the District
Office in Martin 1923-1945, VII| - $tatne
obytné a verejné budovy, 1930, sig.
2581/1930, box 748. Ministry of Interior
of the Slovak Republic, State Archivesin
Zilina, the Martin branch in Bystricka.

the ever-changing health needs of the surrounding area and
the financial capabilities of the county and the Slovak regional
government.

The hospital campus had already started arising on the
southern edge of town in 1887-1888, after the first building was
constructed in a historicist style (1878)°. By 1918, a building for
tuberculosis patients (1908-1910), a chapel, and a technical and
administrative building had been completed.”® However, after
the Czech border town of Tésin was awarded to Poland, the Mar-
tin hospital became the only regional hospital for the Kysuce
and Turiec regions, and its capacity could not meet the increas-
ing flood of patients. “These circumstances were identified by
regional President Jozef Orszagh [...] who dedicated part of his
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THE COUNTY HOSPITAL IN MARTIN,
SITEPLAN, 1938

KRAJINSKA NEMOCNICA V
MARTINE, 1938

Source Zdroj: Krajinskd nemocnica
Martin, stavebné povolenie na detsky
ao&ny pavilén, the District Office in
Martin 1923-1945, VIII - §tatne obytné
averejné budovy, 1941, sig. 9482/1941,
box 773, State Archivesin Zilina, the
Martin branch in Bystri¢ka.

THE VENEREAL DISEASE PAVILION
OF THE COUNTY HOSPITAL IN
MARTIN, MILAN A.P.HARMINC,
1935,1ST-FLOOR PLAN AND
CROSS-SECTION AND NORTH-
ELEVATION

MILAN A.P.HARMINC,
VENEROLOGICKY PAVILON
KRAJINSKEJ NEMOCNICE V
MARTINE, PODORYS 1. POSCHODIA
AREZ A SEVERNY POHLAD, 1935

Source Zdroj: The Harminc estate,
1935, unclassified. Archive of the Slovak
National Museum.
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life to constructing a large, modern hospital in Martin, offering
state-of-the-art hygiene, healthcare, and technical capabilities.™

Pavilions Built by Hlavaj — Palkovi¢ — Uli¢ny

In the 1920s and the 1930s, the campus was expanded through
absorbing plots of land on its southern edge. The first building
constructed here was the surgical pavilion (1927). Designed in
the increasingly unfashionable historicist - official style, it was
both designed and built by the Hlavaj—Palkovic-Uli¢ny con-
struction firm.” All the same, it included several technological
and medical innovations, most notably a layout that reflected
the need for thorough separation of wards with suppurative
and non-suppurative diseases, as well as operating rooms with
modern equipment.

Later, more hospital buildings were added, reflecting the
European trend of creating pavilion-style healthcare campus-
es,? including the large infectious disease pavilion (1931, Vaclav
Houdek)*, as well as administrative buildings, staff housing, and
technical facilities.” The primary focus was placed on creating
comprehensive hospital campuses through the addition of pavil-
ions specializing in surgery, gynecology and obstetrics, derma-
tovenerology, infectious diseases, and internal medicine. These
efforts came as a reflection of the need to improve the health
conditions of the citizens by treating both so-called “social dis-
eases” and diseases of affluence.s

Towards Functionalism — Harminc

the Father or Harminc the Son?

In the early 1930s, the Hlavaj—Palkovic-Uli¢ny company suc-
cessively built three important pavilions —a venereal disease
pavilion (1935), an obstetrics pavilion (1934), as well as a pavilion
for eye, nerve, and pediatric diseases (1938). In recent publica-
tions, their authorship has always been attributed to Michal
Milan Harminc.” However, archival research has shown that

THE OBSTETRICS PAVILION OF THE
COUNTY HOSPITAL IN MARTIN,
MILAN A.P.HARMINC, 1934

PORODNICKY PAVILON KRAJINSKEJ
NEMOCNICE V MARTINE, MILAN A P.
HARMINC, 1934

Source Zdroj: Budova 6. pavilénu
(pérodnica) v nemocnici v Martine, sig.
15/472. Literary Archive of the Slovak
National Library
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it was primarily his son Milan A. P. Harminc who made the
most significant personal imprint on the interwar construction
history of the Martin hospital campus. Thanks to the extensive
construction contract in Martin, he became a sought-after archi-
tect —a specialist in hospital building projects.®

Harminc'’s estate, preserved in the Archive of the Slovak
National Museum, includes several letters with references to
the Martin hospital. One of them, sent to M. A. P. Harminc on
21 March 1935, contains the following information: “In line with
the Provincial Committee’s resolution No. 4343 from 14 March
1935, on behalf of the constructor, i.e. the Slovak Region, the
Regional Office entrusts you with: creating the project for a new
venereal disease pavilion at the aforementioned hospital, [. . .]
and with creating the project for a new central boiler room at
the aforementioned hospital [. . .]* The site plan of the hospital
campus® shows the venereal disease pavilion at the western
end of the campus, near the Zvolen—Vrutky railway track. M.

A. P. Harminc designed the building with a cuboid massing,
with a pair of cube-shaped staircase volumes extending out of
the northern facade. On the ground floor, Harminc placed the
outpatient rooms, examination rooms, laboratories, and an
X-ray room. For the other two floors, he proposed separate wards
for men and women, with individual rooms for patients with
skin diseases.? In line with the strict standards of hygiene, every
department included generous bath and toilet availability, along
with isolation rooms. The utilitarian layout corresponded to the
austere facades, accented by the clinker brick tiling along the
massing of the staircase.

In the interwar period, in addition to the high spread of
venereal diseases, the morbidity structure in the Slovak pop-
ulation showed only a slow decrease in the infant mortality
rate.? Thus, construction of obstetrics pavilions was one of the
priorities of the state’s social policies, as it was needed to create
comprehensive and modern hospital campuses. Commissioned
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THE EYE, NERVE AND PEDIATRIC
DISEASES PAVILION OF THE
COUNTY HOSPITAL IN MARTIN,
MILAN A.P.HARMINC, 1938, SITE
PLAN, GROUND-FLOOR PLAN,
CROSS-SECTION AND EAST
ELEVATION

PAVILON PRE CHOROBY OCNE,
NERVOVE A DETSKE KRAJINSKEJ
NEMOCNICE V MARTINE, MILAN A P.
HARMINC, 1938, SITUACIA, PODORYS
PRIZEMIA, REZ AVYCHODNY
POHLAD

Source Zdroj: Krajinskd nemocnica
Martin, stavebné povolenie na detsky
ao&ny pavilén, the District Office in
Martin 1923-1945, VIII - Statne obytné
averejné budovy, 1941, sig. 9482/1941,
box 773. State Archivesin zilina, the
Martin branch in Bystricka
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by the Provincial Office in Bratislava, the hospital in Martin saw
the construction of its modern obstetrics pavilion (project from
1934, constructed between 1935 and 1937). The only available
document for the obstetrics pavilion with any indication of its
author is a site plan titled Obstetrics Pavilion, Turciansky Svity Mar-
tin, which includes a stamp with the name Milan A. P. Harminc
in the bottom right corner.”? In this work, the architect chose
the tried-and-tested three-section layout with perpendicularly
extending massing, as well as operating and birthing rooms
with modern equipment on every floor. On the ground floor
(labeled the 1st floor), he included the admissions department,
examination rooms, physiotherapy, and X-ray rooms with mo-
dern equipment. On the remaining floors, the southern section
included the obstetrics ward, with rooms for female patients
and infants, while the northern section included hygienic and
auxiliary facilities. The southern facade had a plain functional-
ist expression. Also worth noting is the material composition
of the pavilion, which took into account the strict standards of
hygiene: “[. . .] the floor tiling is made of chamotte, the walls in
the operating rooms and the laboratory are tiled with stained
opaxite glass, the bathrooms and side rooms make use of porous
wall tiles, the staircases leading to the higher floors are tiled
with white artificial marble.”

The large 5-story pavilion for eye, nerve, and pediatric
diseases, in turn, features even more progressive designs with
a more confident functionalist expression. After his son left for
London in 1939, Harminc Sr. took over and finished the pro-
ject.” The contractor Hlavaj highlighted the clear layout of the
cuboid massing through adding a pair of entrances with ramps
leading to the vestibule, which included staircases and electric
bed elevators, hence making it possible to move patients in from
a different pavilion, or from the ambulance to individual wards.
The structure consisted of a reinforced concrete frame, which al-
lowed the placement of a continuous line of south-facing loggias
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THE EYE, NERVE AND PEDIATRIC
DISEASES PAVILION OF THE
COUNTY HOSPITAL IN MARTIN,
MILAN A.P.HARMINC, 1938

PAVILON PRE CHOROBY OCNE,
NERVOVE A DETSKE KRAJINSKEJ
NEMOCNICE V MARTINE, MILAN A P.
HARMINC, 1938

Source Zdroj: Budova 8. pavilénu (o&né,
detské, nervové, urologické a dalsie

iné oddelenia) v §tatnej nemocnici v
Martine, 1938, sig. 15/473. Literary
Archive of the Slovak National Library

along all floors. Accessible from each patient’s room individu-
ally, these loggias and the large roof-top terraces were designed
for sun-bathing therapy. Similar to the obstetrics pavilion, even
these interiors used long-lasting materials with higher hygienic
demands - floors of chamotte tiles and terrazzo, and wall tiling
of artificial marble and glass. The facades used combed stucco
combined with brick tiling.?

The younger Harminc’s last project for the Martin hospital
was the central boiler room, combined with a laundry, drying
room and disinfection room (project 1935-1938). Serving as the
heating and disinfection center for the whole campus, it was
located near the venereal disease pavilion next to the railway
track. An industrial spur led from the railway track to the
campus, allowing fuel to be unloaded from the train car directly
into the storage hoppers. Heat was transported from the boilers
through insulated iron pipes, located in underground concrete
channels and routed to the individual pavilions. Expressed as
two distinct masses of different heights, the boiler room and
laundry have a compelling functionalist expression, dominated
by the tall brick chimney. The smaller but higher mass of the
boiler room is lined with dark-brown clinker bricks, harmonious-
ly matched to the lower mass of the laundry and drying room,
where the walls are segmented by strip windows connected with
ceramic tiling.”

Together with the other functionalist pavilions, it impres-
sively complements the campus of the Regional Hospital in
Turciansky Svaty Martin, still in use to this day.

Pavilion Concepts in Other Cities

Milan A. P. Harminc’s portfolio includes several designs of
pavilions and technical buildings utilizing the tried-and-tested
method from Martin, as among them the central boiler room
for the Regional Public Hospital in Nitra (1937) and the pavilion
of internal and surgical medicine along with the infectious
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THE CENTRAL BOILER ROOM OF
THE COUNTY HOSPITAL IN MARTIN,
MILAN A.P.HARMINC, 1935,
GROUND-FLOORPLAN, CROSS-
SECTION AND NORTH ELEVATION

CENTRALNA KOTOLNA KRAJINSKEJ
NEMOCNICE V MARTINE, MILAN A P.
HARMINC, 1935, PODORYS PRIZEMIA,
REZ A SEVERNY POHLAD

Source Zdroj: The Harminc estate,
1935, unclassified, Archive of the Slovak
National Museum
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THE MASARYKINSTITUTE FOR
PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY
DISABLED YOUTHS IN BRATISLAVA,
MILAN A.P.HARMINC, 1935,
1ST-FLOORPLAN AND PERSPECTIVE
RENDERING

MASARYKOV USTAV PRE
ZMRZACENU A DUSEVNE UCHYLNU
MLADEZ V BRATISLAVE, MILAN
A.P.HARMINC, 1935, PODORYS
1.POSCHODIA A PERSPEKTIVNY
POHLAD

Source Zdroj: Unknown author. 1935.
Sitazny projekt Masarykovho Ustavu pre
zmrzacent a dudevne tchylni mladez

v Bratislave. Slovensky stavitel, 5(8),

pp- 230

disease pavilion in the Regional Hospital in Michalovce (undat-
ed). Harminc Jr. used the infectious disease pavilion as a stand-
ard design, repeating its use in the public hospitals in Zvolen
(1937-1938), Nové Zamky (1937), and Banska Bystrica (1938). One
of the few mentions of Harminc Jr. from this time states that he
won the bid to design the project for a dermatological pavilion
at the City Hospital in Uzhhorod.”® Thus, modern dermatoven-
erology pavilions gradually became an integral part of hospital
campuses as an effective way of fighting infectious and social
diseases in Slovakia, even towards the very end of the existence
of the First Czechoslovak Republic.”

Harminc also made use of the pavilion plan in his winning
proposal for the Masaryk Institute for Physically and Mentally
Disabled Youths in Bratislava (1935). The institute, as the first
of its kind in Slovakia, aimed not just to establish institutional
health and social care, but also to integrate its patients into
ordinary society.** The innovative nature of its program was
reflected in the institute’s progressive functionalist design, with
a pavilion for people with physical disabilities, another pavilion
for people with mental illness, and one central social and educa-
tional pavilion with a hospital ward.** The cascading structure of
buildings placed on a hill made it possible to place the buildings
in a more concentrated manner, ensuring sufficient ventila-
tion and sunlight, as well as the separation and segregation of
patients and facilities.
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Conclusions

Archival research has drawn attention to the unexplored works
of architect Milan A. P. Harming, a specialist in healthcare build-
ings, and confirmed the state’s interest in healthcare and the
implementation of its social policies in the field of architecture.
His designs and executions of county hospitals (later known as
regional hospitals) in towns like Martin, Michalovce, and Zvolen
made use of the modern pavilion system, enabling the campuses
to be expanded gradually and the buildings to be constructed in
phases. In addition to the qualities of their space and layout, the
autonomous operation of individual pavilions became a corner-
stone in the fight against infectious and so-called “social diseas-
es”. In one case, the hospital in Martin became the prototype of
a modern pavilion-style hospital complex. Considering the criti-
cal lack of institutional health and social care for physically and
mentally disabled patients in Slovakia, the unbuilt design for the
Masaryk Institute for Physically and Mentally Disabled Youths
in Bratislava, with its progressive pavilion-style architecture

and modern treatments and education, presented a vision of the
social values of a modern state. Through his signature architec-
tural style and the more convincing functionalist expression

of his healthcare buildings, the works of Milan A. P. Harminc
established themselves as distinct from the works of his father,
which were primarily based on a connection to tradition — both
in this specific building typology and in others.>
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